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One Great Hour of Sharing Offering Invitation to Give
May 2008

Dear New Covenant Congregation,

The call to give comes regularly within church life: annual stewardship drives and capital
campaigns, mission trips, church equipment, special holiday events and missions, local projects,
etc. Each giving opportunity challenges us anew to comprehend the importance of our
participation, to see past numbers and amounts, and on to the practice of praise inherent in the act
of giving.

“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have,” encouraged the writer of Hebrews to the
community of faith. The call was a personal reminder that our actions as Christians speak more
loudly than our words and worship services. God desires our participation in the lives of others.
Jesus pointedly made this expectation when He told His followers, “Truly I tell you, just as you did
it to one of the least of these members of my family, you did it to me.” (Matt 25:40 NRSV)

The “...1east of these...” live in and also far beyond our community. Our lives intersect with many
more lives than they once did — and God’s call to share what we have encompasses more people.
There are people fleeing violence in Sudan, suffering from AIDS in sub-Sahara Africa, trying to
recover from tornadoes in our nation, struggling to manage with rising gasoline and heating oil
prices, and many other ways. We are called to help make a difference in the lives of these people.
The One Great Hour of Sharing
Offering helps to make a difference.

Gifts to the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering support programs that help families around the
world build lives and communities that are healthy, safe, and sustainable. The offering:

* helps rebuild communities ravaged by natural disasters;

* creates sustainable sources of income for rural villages;

* provides micro-credit to women to start poverty-escaping businesses;
* teaches trades and job skills;

+ offers children a chance to survive past the age of 5 and go to school,
+ and much more.

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering gives each of us an additional opportunity to respond to God’s
call to share what we have in kindness, compassion, and mercy in most every part of the globe.
These kinds of actions gladden the heart of God who promises those who respond, that they
“...shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail.” (Isaiah 58.11
NRSV)

During the month of June 2008, our congregation is invited to participate in giving generously to
this offering to help meet our congregation goal of $300.00. Remember, your gift to this offering
should always be over and above any regular giving to the church that you already do. To give to
this offering in any other way will just succeed in cutting funds short to some other worthy
ministry of the church. Thanks for your prayerful and generous gifts of love to the 2008 One Great
Hour of Sharing Offering.

Blake E. Edwards, Coordinator
Missions/Evangelism Ministry Area
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