The following information was compifed and
aiven ta us by Richard A, Moyer, Treasurar,
Franconia Mennonite Conference:

“Where did the Coventry Mennanites bury
their dead prior to 17987 John €. Wenger
asks in his 1937 History of the Mennonites of
the Franconia Conference. The answer is, in
the Sprogel Burying Ground. johit Henry
Sprogel originally bought the "Manatawny
tract” of over 20,000 acres fram Penn, The
tract was named Maw Hanover in honor of the
native town of the purchaser. Some time
prior to 1715 Sprogéel set aside about three
acres within the present borough of
Fattstown for burial purpoeses. The first
known interment was his son, Frederick, in
1716, Mennenite names such as Grubkb,
Bechtef, Rhodes, Schantz, Reiff and High were
on the markers in the Sprogal cemetery.
Bishep Martin Bechtel was buried there in
1786. It is very probably that after the
Coventry Mennonite Cemetery was opened,
the number of Mennonite barials in Sprogel’s
cemetery gradually degreased and finally
ceased altogether.



..On March 310, ‘ISEEJacab E. Bleim,
Chf|5tiaﬂ [ BIE|m Abraham Mensah jessg
Bechtel, John H. Bleim, Jehn E. Bleim, Henry C.
Cabei J'acr:rl:r G. Cabuel'and their sUCCcEssOrs:
werg cﬂn*stltut&d 4 body corporate by the
Gengral Assembly-of Pennsylvania "to mariage
and iniprave the Sprodel Buriatl farpuitd,

situate on the east side of the. Schuviklif River,

and néar the South line of the borough of
Pattstmr,rn * The said Board alsa was
granted 'I:He'prw’iege ..to eréct-a place of
warship with a dweJng theréch; 4k which
place funeral services may be parformed and.
worship be held by the Menonist -
persuasion...” But no meetinghause was
erected. Gradually the cemetery was
abandaened. in the decade 1:880-1890, Mr.
Gearge F. P. Wanger tgok a photo of the
entrance 1o the ancient buryifg grpund, the
use-of which ke has kindly granted to us for
this book. By 1905 tha cametary was
.hernrmad in as foilaws: “The improvemernts of
the Glasgow Iron Company dre oi onig side,
the Phitadelphia Bridgé Works: Bound the
rarth side arfd a foundry building is.located
-gn the third side. The Pennsylwama Railrdad
‘¢tosses that. part of the traet- Aot Used fof
burlalé. ‘Sidings ard switches enter the
yarious manufacturmg plants o two sides of.
the burial ground.” Legal-action was then
nstigated.to sefl the cemetery. The cases
dragged through the courts for ahout a year.

Historic Cemetery Moved (mick up the story
again-as'told by John €. Wenger)

On November 1, 1905, Judge A. S Swartz’
handed dowma dEcree permlt‘tfng [ 14] sa‘ie in
spite of the crpposit:on of intarasted pec-ple
About sixty bodies were disinterred, nost of
them being removed to a new half-acre burial.
lag on Hanover Avenue, and the remaining’
‘anes were buiiad irr various cemeteries
selécted by relatives. Thus industrialism
inoved the dead from thalr graves. The
kistoric burial dcré was no mare.

Bishop Eimer Kolb, formerly a resident of
Pottstown-and pastor of Pottstown Mennnnlte
Church, stated that all of the graves now In
thie Sprogel Burial Cround were moved from
the former.glot an the river alohg Keim Street.
No Pottstown Menhdnite Church members]
were huried here at Marth Hannuer and
F"ms_pect Streits. The grave stones became
worn with age and inscripticns: chliterated by
children playing oni'the grounds. So the
trustees vored to bury the remaining stotes

‘Ma ites Receiva

near the Monument ts grasende tham for
posterity, a March 20, 1951 néwspaper article
-saved.

A reldcated obelisk: shaped 12 foot granite
monument stands tall in the. cen‘ter &f the
Sprogel Burial.ground today. Gra side
informs that “this monoment is in hohor af
JohnHenry Sprogel who purchésed this land
of Writ. Panin, and’ dedicated this portion to
John Bleim, Jacob Bleim and others fora burial
‘ground forever,”

The other says, “This mnnument has bEEI“I
removed From the Sproge) CEI’T‘[E‘IEI’]F i
Pottstown, PA to its present site jn AD 1906,
Trustees jnseph Bechtel, President, Frank.
8leim, Sec. & Treas. William S. 8limp, Samue! §.
Bleimm, Iszac E. Blimp,” The remaining twa-
sitdes fist Sprogel persons who wers buried at
this site.

Puij;;t-:':'g._r_ 0 Me‘nnpnite“th urcl Begins

The Earl Miller'family, of the Norristown.

. Mi551on moved t6 Pottétown in 193{] Durrng-

that sama year, cottage mestings were held in
the Mitler fiome. Jatob M. Moyer held the. first
worship servicés at 380 N. Charlotte Street v
Novemiber 23, 1930 and four weeks later,
Sunday School was bequn. Elmeér (u Koth'
served as superintendent and Arthur G. Kelb .
as-dssistant.

T 1934 the-church purchased the 306 N,
Charlotte Streét property at a cost of
$4,193.89. John C. Wanger rapurted that by
1937 the Sunday School attendance averaged
lﬂ‘.} with 39 pefsons. alreadv baptized by
Bishop Bean.

rial Pio ey

‘The.trustees: ﬂf the Sprogel Burial Ground

decidad to give the two and gnesthird acre
property tG; the-Mennonite Church in-1951.
Jacob €. 5. Bleim president of the burial
ground association, tells why in a newspaper
article of March 28, 1951, -

“He said therd were 1o Bléims burfed on
Haﬁwer Street gmunds, and tha cosi of
mainta‘mmg the site was becoming a burden
to the trisstees. Bleim gave. anottier reason
wh\# the -property should be transferred to
thre gospel. missiod. The original Bleims were
Mennonites, It i shly’ right, then,’- he. stated
iihyat we give it back to'a Mennonite group.’
The original charter called for the bujlding of

a



a place of worship onthe grounds, but it was
never arected.”

The court agproved some amendmerits and
the trusteeshiy. of the property way grarited
to the Pottstown Mennonites. The "Minutes of
the Adjournag Meating of the Sprogef Burial
Cround of Pottstown” tell the story of the
actual transfer:

“The adjourned meeting of the Sprogel Burial
Cround of Pottstowdi was held in the office of
C. Edmund Wells, attdrney, 410 High Streat,
Puttstown, PA on Saturday afterncon, March
17, 1951, at 2:00 pim. Present were Samuel
5. Bleim, jdcob C. S. Bleim, Waiter 5. Bleim and
John S Bieim, constituting four of the five
members of the Board of Trustees, Mr. Weils
‘reported that the Articles of Amendment have
been approved by the Court under-date of
Thursday, March 15, 1951, and that the
Artictes of Amendmem as approved, have
been recorded in the Office of the Recorder of
Deeds of Montgomery Ceurw.'f at Norrlstr:-wn
under the date of Friday, March 16, 1951,

Pursuant to the plan to be accomplished by
the Amendment of the Charter and the
Articles of Incarperation, viz., of having the
Mennonite Lospel Mission uf Fottstown to’
take over, perpetyate. and continué the
Sprogel Burial Ground Corporation as 2 matter
of tonvenience te the present [ncorparators
and forthe benafits 1o be derived by the
Mennonite Gospel Mission, Walter 5. Eleim;
and. lohn 5, Bleim submitted their written
resignations from the Gffice of Trustees and
as-members of the Corporation,

Tha wr:tten resignation of Fn:rrest B. Blelm
was also submitted. On motion of Jacab C. 5
Bleim, seconded by Samusl S, Bleim, the
Fr:rregomg resignations wers accepted
effective-immediately. It'was theteupon
muaved hy Jacoh €. 5, Bleim and seconded by
Samuel 5. Bleitm, that Earf Layman of 343
Manatawny Street, Pottstown, Paul Y. Benner
of R. [, Spring. City, PA and Eimer G. Kolb of
306 N, Charlotte Street, Pottstown, PA, be
appointed as members-of the Board of
Trustees and nembers of the Corporation to
sycceéd the' threés resigning members, the
said appointeas being members of the
Menmonite Gospel Mission of Pottstown, PA,
ahd the motion was unanimously carried. The
new rnembers being.present, they were.duly
inducted intq office.”

Then Jacob and Samuel Blelm subritted
written resignations affective immediataly
and these were unarimously accepted by the
rew-board. Henry M. Good of Spring City and
Eimer M. Mack of Souderton were elected as
successors for the balance of the terms of the
resigning members. The résigning trustees
turned over to-the hew bhoard a U, 5. Savings
Bond &f $1,000 and cash of $85.80, {to be
continued)



New Pottstown Church Building

The missian planned to build a new 40 x 60 foct
church on the grounds as soon as the transfer
occurred. Grounid was broken on Junie 26, 1951,
Dedication services were held May 4, 1952,

“By 1952, the 530, 000 thurch was ready for
occupanw, providing seating for 130-200 with
four antercoms on the first floer and seven
classrooms and a large assembly roofn in the
basememnt.” (Conferenge MEWS, Felb. 1931} This
building was usegd by the Pottstown Mennnmte
Church until 199%.

sale of Buitding.Lots.

Permissian was scught to subdivide and sell two
“buitding ots from the ch urch/burial greund fot in
1860, according to a February 1, 1860 newspaper
artlcie

‘When the graveyard corporation was formed,
part of the charter restricted the use of the

. property to burigl purposé. The Montgomery
County Court of Cammion Please must remave
this restriction before the Mennonites can self the.
area for buddmg

The court permitted the sale of lots. This
reduced the total lot size to about 1-3/4 acres.

Closing of Pottstown Mennonite

By the 1990's atténdance had declined and the
vision for the church in.Pottstown was not ciear.
A paper on “Dptin:ms available to the Pottstown
Mennonite Charch™ was prepared. It stated the
follawing:

A congensus has been-develioping that our
church needs to take some definitive steps In
regard to ourfuture.. It has baen difficult to
sustain our congregation with our irmit_&d
rescurces, 7herefore, the decisicgn has been

rade to close the church on December 22, 19517

Options for the building were listed, such-as ta
remodel it for a day care or nursery, self the
property, loan the building and graunds to the
Word ﬂfjw cﬂngregatlorr for a time,

A new plan for the use of the blilding emerged
by Febriary 1992, The February 19, 1952
minutes of tha Mission. Commission crf Féanconia
Mennonite Conference reviawed the Ppttstown
situatien an-::l then recnrd an actign,

“Cn December 22, 15&5! the Pottstown Mennonite
congregation had Its last Sunday miorning
worship servicé at its Hanaver and Prospect
Street focation. This.gyoip met recently and
seemad relieved of thé burden to keep the church
going. 1t was l,u'm,rllml:rusl',l-r agreed to return the
building to Franconia Mannonite Conferente.

(The building was buit on fand which had
otlgirially be granted to the 'Mennists’ for $1.00. j
The Conference can then give the building to the
Estrella de la Manana congregation for their
ministry.

The Spanish congregation is presently using
facilities at 515 Wainug Street which dre not
adequate. The propasalincludes a plan to sgil
thls property and divide the prafit betwaen tha
Spanish congregation. and Franconia Conference
and itz missions programs.”

ACTION i, The Mission Committee affirmed the
Pottstown Church.proposal. Claide Good,-a
mamber of the ministry team of the Pottstown
Mennerifte Church, reflectad an the ciosing of the
church and the above record. These fainutes

“accurataly reflect the decision of the ™
cepgregational leaders and overseer to transfer
the property. at Prospect, Hanover and Logan:
Streets to Franénnia Mennonite Ennfe_rence
Coriference could then give the building 16 the
Spanish Mannonite Cengrégation, Estreiia de la
Manana, for its use.”

The Pottstown congregation's secretary, Carcl-
Landis, had already left to join the Yincent
Mennanite Church with her hushand several
inanths before the church closing. “Thus, there
were no.minutes récarded for the last two or-
three meetings regardlig the clﬁsmg of the
Pottstown Mennaonita Church, Claude reported..

‘The Estrella de [a Manana group is currémtty

using the above-mentionad property for its
worship sernvicas,

Compiled by Richard A, Moyer
Francania Meanonite Conference
May 31, 1995



